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IITs agree to raise
the bar on quality

EYE ON WORLD Premier institutes will face accreditation
system to ensure mobility for Indian engineers abroad

NEW DELHE: The Indian Institutes
of Technology (IITs) have decid-
ed to subject themselves to the
accreditation system in the wider
- interest of helping India get the
Washington Accord status.

This was decided at a meet-
ing of the IIT council chaired
by Union HRD minister Pallam
Raju on Monday. The meeting
was attended by chairmen and
directors of 16 II'Ts besides other
members of the council.

“The IITs subjecting them-
selves to an accreditation will
set a good example for other
institutes. This will help us in
getting the Washington Accord,
which in turn will improve the
mobility patterns of our engi-
neers,” Raju said.

The Washington Accord is
an international accreditation
agreement for professional

engineering academic degrees,

between the bodies responsible
for accreditation in its signatory
countries. Established in 1989,
there are at present 15 member
countries in the Accord. Once
India becomes a member of
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® 1ITs will subject them-
selves for accreditation to
get the Washington
Accord

® The Washington Accord is
an international accredi-
tation agreement for pro-
fessional engineering aca-
demic degrees

® Once India becomes a
member, it will ensure
more mobility for Indian
engineers as their degrees
would be recognised on a
wider global platform

the Accord, it will ensure more
mobility for Indian engineers
as their degrees would be recog-
nised on a wider global platform.

India will be able to know

about its Washington Accord sta-
tus on June 20, 2014 when the vot-
ing would be over. According to
sources in the National Bureau
of Accreditation (NBA), the
reviewers are likely to visit India
in November-December and then
again in January After that they
will submit their report.

Accreditation is a minimum
threshold level that has been
established for a technical
institute, Raju said. “The IITs
are, however, on a higher ped-
estal and are above the mini-
mum threshold. They already
have an annual review and this
review should be acceptable as
an accreditation by the NBA.”

“The IITs already have a
robust review system so this
could be used as an accredita-
tion. This is an excellent solu-
tion to ensure India getting into
Washington Accord. The next
step is a dialogue with the NBA,”
says an IIT director.

The council also decided on a
peer review system for the IITs
and a constant review of the
directors. Other major issues
that were discussed related to
positioning of IITs globally with
focus on augmenting research.
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MIT tops the
table as India falls
further behind

Danny Byrne

S research power-

house Massachu-

setta Institute of
Technology (MIT) has re-
tained the number one
spot in this year's QS
World University Rank-
ings, but there is still no
Indian university in the
global top 200.

MIT has gradually im-
proved its ranking posi-
tion in recent years, hav-
ingrisen from 10th in
2007 to take the top spot
for the first time in 2012.
MIT's consistency across
the range of indicators
was enough to beat the
competition, making the

said: "The extra stability
in this year's rankings will
be good news for the
ocourntless students across
the world who rely on
them to narrow down
their choices. As more and
more people compete for
places at the top universi-
ties, it is the responsibility
of ranking organisations
to ensure that what they
produce is transparent
and accurate. As the first
global ranking to have
been accredited by the In-
ternational Ranking Ex-
pert Group, we are living
up to that."

American universities
continue to dominate the
top of the rankings, taking

In Scandinavia, Norway
now has University of
Oslo in the top 100, the
nighest-placed ot tour
new entrants to that
group, while Denmark has
the University of Copen-
hagen in the top 50, the
sole new entrant there.
Elsewhere, the trends
are less clear-cut. Some
Asian universities have
continued their progress
up the rankings - National
University of Singapore
(24th) has overtaken Uni-
versity of Hong Kong
(27th) to become the con-
tinent's leading institu-
tion, for example - but
none has reached the top
20 and there is little sign

top 50 in all of the six indi-
cators.

MIT stays clear of third-
placed University of Cam-
bridge due to its superior
research citation rates,
and trumps second-placed
Harvard University due to
its better student-to-facul-
ty ratio and more intermna-
tionally diverse student
and faculty body.

The US has seven insti-
tutions in the top 11, with
Princeton and Caltech ty-
ing in tenth position. Yale
(8th) and University of
Chicago (9th) have both

more than half of the lead-
ing 20 places, but there is
much greater diversity be-
yond that. They represent
less than a third of the top
100 and exactly a quarter
of the top 200. Thirteen of
the 19 US universities in
the top 50 have gone
down this year, albeit only
by a single place in many
cases.

After several years in
the doldrums, Continental
European universities are
enjoying a resurgence. It
is led by Switzerland,
which now has two uni-

of the wholesale advance
predicted by many com-
mentators.

International enrol-
ments at the top 400 uni-
versities in the QS World
University Rankings grew
by 80,000 this year to a to-
tal of 1.37 million. This
represents an average of
approximately 3,400 inter-
national students per in-
stitution, up from 3,225 in
2012 - an annual growth
of 6.5%.

The trend is even more
evident among the elite
top 100 institutions,
where international

slipped one place,
having been dis-
placed by this year's
only new entrant

enrolments grew by
9% to an average of
s approximately 5,100
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leaving the top 100.
The volatility of
some international
rankings has beena
frequent source of

criticistn, but the av-

ETage movemeant in
the top 100 is less
than 3.5 places,
down from 4.6 last
Year.

Nunzio
Cuacquarelli the
founder and manag-
ing director of QS,
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year. Although Gernmnany
still has only Heidellerg
inthe top 50, eight of its
13 universities inthe top
200 have gone up this
year. France has two uni-
versities in the top 50 and
19 inthe top 400 and,
while [taly still has no in-
stitutions in the top 100,
every one of its represen-
tatives in the top 400 has
moved up this year, some
by as much as &0 places.
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there sidade de Sao Paulo
stitul ({127th) and Univer-
200. gity of Cape Town

Th (145th).
form A new, targeted
whic ranking of the
place BRICS nations,
pur b planned for later in
Kang 2013, will give a
rank more in-depth pro-

W1 file of Indian institu-
have tions in comparison
amct with those of the
empl other emerging eoo-
back nomic powers.
faculuy rauus, & mos oL u-
fluential research, and low
levels of nternational di-
versity.

Yet, while no Indian in-
stitutions feature i the
top 200 - representing just
the top 1.5% of universi-
ties worldwide -11 of the
nation's institutions fea-
ture in the total top 800
universities ranked this
year at www.iopuniversi-
ties.com. They include
seven [[Ts, alongside Uni-
versity of Delhi, University
of Mumbai University of
Calcutta and University of
Pune. India remains the
oy cne of the group of
emerging BRICS nations
without a global top-200
institution. China leads
with severn, headed by
Pelking University (46th),
while Russia, Brazil and
South Africa each have a
single representative:
Lomonosov Moscow State

University (120th), Univer-
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2013 | 2012 Institution Country Academic Employer Faculty |Citations Per International | International | Overall
Rank Rank Reputation = Reputation  Student Faculty Faculty Students Score
Score Score Score Score Score Score
1 1 Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) United States 100 100 100 99.7 97.6 96.3 100
2 3 Harvard University United States 100 100 99.3 100 94.1 85.3 99.2
3 2 University of Cambridge United Kingdom 100 100 99.6 95.8 95.5 96 99
4 4 UCL (University College London) United Kingdom 99.9 98.7 98.9 95.6 96.5 100 98.9
5 6 Imperial College Landon United Kingdom 99.9 100 99.8 92.5 99.9 99.9 98.8
5] 5 University of Oxford United Kingdom 100 100 100 931 97.7 96.7 98.7
7 15  Stanford University United States 100 100 94.4 100 75.6 76 96.8
8 7 Yale University United States 100 100 100 88.8 94.4 727 96.5
9 8 University of Chicago United States 99.9 94.3 96.2 97.8 78.8 74.9 96.2
10= 10  California Institute of Technology (Caltech) United States 99.6 69.2 100 100 92.2 B7.7 96.1
10= 9 Princeton University United States 100 951 96.3 98.8 76.3 68.8 96.1
12 13 ETH Zurich (Swiss Federal Institute of Tech) Switzerland 99.9 a7.g 76.5 94.9 100 98.4 94.3
13 12 University of Pennsylvania United States 98.4 93.8 9g.9 92.7 55 69.8 93.8
14 11 Columbia University United States 100 100 95.9 96.8 16.2 78.8 93.6
15 14 Comell University United States 99.8 ar.s 751 99.2 87.8 64.6 92.5
16 16  Johns Hopkins University United States 96 64.1 100 97.8 78.9 69.7 921
17= 21 University of Edinburgh United Kingdom 99.7 968.3 751 84.5 89.8 97.3 91.3
17= 19 University of Toronto Ceanada 99.9 95.9 76.8 82.2 97.7 B86.8 91.3
19= 29  Ecole Polytechnigue Fédérale de Lausanne Switzerland 87.9 868.3 94.5 88.2 100 100 90.9
19= 26  King's College London (KCL) United Kingdom 94.6 93.7 89.9 79.3 93.9 96.6 90.9
21 18  McGill University Cenada 99.1 95.7 90.2 72.2 81.1 90.2 90.6
22 17 University of Michigan United States 99.8 95 92. 88.7 44 45.9 a0.5
23 20  Duke University United States 96.2 85.8 99.9 98.4 16.4 44.4 0.1
24 25  Natonal University of Singapore (NUS) Singapore 100 99.9 89.1 573 100 96.6 89.4
25 22 University of California, Berkeley (UCE) United States 100 100 52. 98.9 93.9 74.7 89
26 23  University of Hong Kong Hong Kong 99.4 93.1 94.7 51.7 100 98.7 88.6
27 24  Australian National University Australia 99.7 92.4 83.4 63.2 99.9 94.1 88.5
28 34  Ecole normale supérieure, Paris France 89.7 77.4 a7.1 943 58.7 52.1 87.8
29 27  Northwestern University United States 92.9 90.7 87.2 99.5 12 55.4 87.3
30 28  University of Bristol United Kingdom 92.2 98.3 76.6 781 83.7 81 86.6
31 36  The University of Melbourne Australia 99.8 100 50.1 84 81.5 96.6 86
32 30  The University of Tokyo Japan 100 99.3 91.4 76.3 11.1 273 85.7
33 32  The University of Manchester United Kingdom 99.2 100 66.2 64.7 84.5 96 85.2
34 38  The Hong Kong University of Science & Tech Hong Kong 93.3 90.6 86.5 52.6 100 98.6 84.4
35= 35  Kycto University Japan 99.9 92.1 94.8 68.4 16.5 229 84.1
35= 37  Secul National University Kerea, South 98.7 93.6 87 60.9 47.2 60.4 84.1
37 38  University of Wisconsin-Madison United States 97.4 69.7 21.8 68.7 56.9 36 83
38 39  The University of Sydney Australia 99.5 98 50.1 68.4 99.7 87.2 82.9
39 40  The Chinese University of Hong Kong Heng Kong 94.5 83.3 87.9 471 95.8 81.7 82.3
40 31  University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) United States 100 98 4717 100 2.3 43.6 81.9
MN= 4 Ecole Polytechnigue France 741 a7.5 99.9 66.2 72 91.4 81.1
4= 47  Nanyang Technological University (NTU) Singapore 92.4 94.1 a0.1 33 100 971 81.1
43 46  The University of Queensland Australia 95.7 919 49.8 69.3 98.8 86.8 80.9
44 43  New York University (NYU) United States 98.4 92 94.9 43.8 23.5 60 80.8
45 51 University of Copenhagen Denmark 89 78.9 99.7 57.4 67.5 37.5 80.5
46 44 Peking University China 99.8 98.8 79 46.5 64.5 32.1 80
47 42 Brown University United States 81.1 65.5 85.2 97.6 23.5 55.8 79.8
48 48  Tsinghua University China 99.3 991 8E.6 38.3 48.7 38.9 79.7
49 45  University of British Columbia Ceanada 99.6 B86.5 354 83.4 83.4 53.5 79.4
50 55  Ruprecht-Karls-Universitit Heidelberg Germany 96.4 641 86 55.6 52.7 61.6 79.3
51 54  University of Glasgow United Kingdom 86.4 801 52.7 85.9 81.2 B84.7 78.9
52 52  The University of New South Wales Australia 96.5 98.6 40.2 61.2 100 95.8 78.8
53 58  Technische Universitat Minchen Germany 90.7 96.1 95.5 39.1 51 57.7 78.5
54 57  University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill United States 83.9 56.3 76.8 92.4 43.6 221 77
55 50  Oseka University Japan 91.7 80.5 93.2 57.7 14.9 19.9 76.9
56 56  University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign United States 97.9 77.5 25.6 91.3 67.6 62.6 76.7
57 49  Carnegie Mellon University United States 85.8 82.6 46.4 93.4 18.6 98 76.6
58 62  University of Amsterdam Netherlands 93.8 83.9 411 85.7 67 30.6 76.4
59 59  University of Washington United States 95.2 54.6 54.7 99.5 8.7 223 76.2
60 63  KAIST-Korea Advanced Institute of Sc. & Tech Kerea, South 86.1 72.8 90.8 64.5 40.7 21.8 75.8
61 67  Trinty College Dublin Ireland 81.8 82.6 59.8 65.4 a8 78.7 751
62 77 University of Birmingham United Kingdom 81.3 90.4 57.3 67.4 81.6 80 74.9
63 70 University of California, San Diego (UCSD) United States 98 50.4 45.5 99.8 2.1 223 74.8
64 58  The University of Warwick United Kingdom 89.4 100 471 47.7 91.6 98 74.5
65 60  Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitat Manchen Germany 98.4 84.3 45.4 63.8 46.3 43 74.4
66 65  Tokyo Institute of Technology Japan 79.8 84.6 76.8 78.3 13 35.1 74.2
67 71 Lund University Sweden 89.6 a0 50.8 67.7 51.4 52.4 74
68 69  London School of Economics & Pol. Sc. (LSE) United Kingdom 92.6 100 63.5 19.6 100 100 73.9
69= 61 Maonash University Australia 94.1 98 34.6 50.1 89.5 90.7 73.7
69= 78  University of Helsinki Finland 84.3 55.7 az, 59.9 56.8 14.7 73.7
1= 66  The University of Sheffield United Kingdom 79.3 84.7 58.4 62 80.4 91.4 73.3
1= 74 University of Geneva Switzerland 66.6 36.9 64.8 98.9 100 929 73.3
1= 68  University of Texas at Austin United States 98.5 87.9 211 82 57.9 26.5 73.3
74 75= Leiden University Netherlands 86.6 59.8 44.5 94.3 68.8 22.7 73.2
5= 72  The University of Nottingham United Kingdom 80.3 928 54.8 56.5 84.8 87.7 7341
76= | 75= Tohoku University Japan 81.8 76 97.9 54.9 18.5 21.2 7341
77 82  Katholieke Universiteit Leuven Belgium 93.1 79.6 21.7 86.2 74.9 44.3 73
7R an= I Inivaraitu nf Zirich Qwitzarland /N A AT A 7naq RO 2 Qa7 RO D 720
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2013 2012  Institution Country Academic Employer  Faculty | Citations Per International International Overall
Rank Rank Reputation = Reputation Student Faculty Faculty Students Score
Score Score Score Score Score Score
141= | 140  Hebrew University of Jerusalem srael 68 37.5 73.4 65.7 28.2 9.2 60.9
143 | 136 Radboud University Nijmegen Netherlands 44.2 52.9 75.1 89.6 57.2 36.8 60.6
144 | 138  Hokkaido University Japan 64.9 61.2 88 45.3 135 18.8 60.6
145= | 137  Korea University Korea, South 71.2 77.7 79.9 27.3 1941 32 60.5
145= | 154  University of Cape Town South Africa 68.7 65.5 34.2 65.4 66.8 57.2 60.5
147 | 180  Rheinisch-Westfalische Technische Hochschule Aachen Germany 74.6 94.4 38.1 434 38.9 48 60.1
148 | 162  University of Aberdeen United Kingdom 53.6 50.6 53.6 66.2 89.4 94.9 59.9
149 | 185  University of California, Irvine United States 66.4 40.4 25.5 98.1 53.1 28.7 59.6
150 | 161  Wageningen University Netherlands 49,6 .2 100 43 46.5 86.2 59.4
151= | 145  University of Bergen Norway 48.8 28 73.1 84.9 75.6 25.7 59.2
151= | 135  University of Rochester United States 42.4 12.1 99.9 75.9 391 74 59.2
153 | 165  Texas A&M University United States 73 742 19.7 776 20.2 28.2 58.7
154 | 148  University of Bern Switzerland 40 44.7 87.1 65.7 99 445 58.4
155 | 133  University of Otago New Zealand 62.2 56.6 30.7 62.3 100 76.2 58.2
156 | 163  Lancaster University United Kingdom 60.3 68.2 41.6 48.9 84.4 91.9 58.1
157 | 188  Eindhoven University of Technology Netherlands 46.9 53.2 99.7 37.1 99.7 27 58
158= | 153  Ecole Normale Supérieure de Lyon France 58.4 28.4 100 28.9 58.9 42.8 57.7
158= | 160  University of Vienna Austria 84 45 26.9 26.2 85.3 89.3 57.7
160 | = 157  University of Colorado at Boulder United States 53.6 65.9 69.3 65.1 38.3 124 57.6
161 | 188  The Hong Kong Polytechnic University Hong Kong 60.9 59.1 46.7 4.2 99.6 89.1 57.5
162 | 179  Sungkyunkwan University Korea, South 56.5 87.4 88.3 26.4 19.5 38 57.4
163= | 151  Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universitat Bonn ~ Germany 7041 33.4 69 45.4 155 4.9 57.3
163= = 146  Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico Mexico 95 78.2 44.7 6.3 19.2 2.7 5782
165 | 170  Zhejiang University China 72.6 729 30 64.4 14.7 204 57.2
166 | 195  Pontificia Universidad Catolica de Chile Chile 85.5 87.4 421 17.5 17.1 21.2 57
167 | 156  Universiti Malaya (UM) Malaysia 58.8 60.8 90 7.5 77.3 75.2 56.9
168= 172  Université Libre de Bruxelles (ULB) Belgium 58.5 58.6 41.5 47.9 g2.5 96.2 56.8
168= | 182  University of Exeter United Kingdom 54.2 75.4 37.4 55.4 84.1 92 56.8
170 | 171 Stockholm University Sweden 79 63.5 43.1 387 16.4 21.7 56.4
171 | 174 Michigan State University United States 64.9 67.3 28.8 58.4 66 50.7 56.2
172= | 166  Queen's University of Belfast United Kingdom 50.2 70.4 52.5 44.3 g7.4 91 56.1
172= | 189  Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB) Belgium 41.4 70.2 96.2 316 71.3 64.7 56.1
174 | 186  University of Sc. & Tech. of China China 60.4 45.5 60.3 70.9 12.7 25 55.9
175= | 164 Case Western Reserve University United States 2 E1E 96.5 91.8 22.7 59.8 55.7
175= | 168  Nanjing University China 714 55.2 411 50.5 41.2 20.1 55.7
177 | 176  Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona Spain 79 44 34.9 48.7 228 30.5 55.6
178 | 187  University of Barcelona Spain 84.7 61.5 29 33.3 6 234 55.4
179 | 168  University of Florida United States 61.9 51.6 55.5 58.3 15.9 26.8 55
180 | 191  University of Waterloo Canada 60.7 81.8 238 50 78.9 70.3 54.9
181= | 167  Vanderbilt University United States 43,3 16.4 100 57.9 6.7 2741 54.8
181= | 177 VU University Amsterdam Netherlands 68.2 62.8 44.4 45.6 44.7 16.3 54.8
183= | 220  Technion-Israel Institute of Technology srael 55.2 39.7 38.4 84.5 66.2 9.9 54.6
183= 207  Technische Universitat Berlin Germany 71 73 55.9 17.3 364 434 54.6
185 | 196  University of Antwerp Belgium 422 46.4 99.5 32.3 68.9 53.5 54.2
186 | 205  Universitat Hamburg Germany 70.8 46.2 55.2 314 26 46.1 54.1
187 | 178  University of Bath United Kingdom 46.5 86.9 33 54.3 87.7 93.8 54
188 | 194  University of Bologna [taly 86.5 67.1 16.8 37.9 71 195 538
189= | 183= Georgetown University United States 49,6 68.2 52.5 55.5 63.9 40.7 53.7
189= | 175 Queen's University, Ontario Canada 53.4 67.8 222 78.7 74.8 29 53.7
189= 218= Université Paris-Sud 11 France 50.6 31.6 69.5 58.6 325 56.6 53.7
182 | 180  University of lllinois, Chicago (UIC) United States 52.3 47.3 52.8 70.3 39.3 222 53.5
193= | 200 Keio University Japan 67.1 84.6 60.8 19.9 15.3 8.2 52.8
193= | 188  University of Sussex United Kingdom 51.6 4H 335 61.3 85.4 93.5 52.8
185 | 206  Universidad Auténoma de Madrid Spain 72.8 67.6 37.8 37 155 18.2 52.7
196= | 222  Aalto University Finland 48.2 58.6 98 17 55 30 52.6
196= | 216  Sapienza University of Rome Italy 85.3 58.1 9.8 46.4 5.2 20 52.6
196= | 209  Tel Aviv University srael 53.6 40.7 14.4 93.4 26.9 8.6 52.6
199= | 192  National Tsing Hua University Taiwan 53.6 40 32.1 76.1 4.3 13.3 52.4
199= | 173  Western University Canada 51.1 59.6 33.7 65.2 76.5 44.7 52.4

@ QS Quacquarelll Symonds 2004-2013 www.topuniversities.com - All rights reserved. Extracted from QS World University Rankings 2013/14
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QS World University Rankings: Methodology
The rankings compare the world's top
Institutions using six critera:

a global survey, this time
talong i 27 900
responses. The survey
asks graduate employers
to identify the universities
that in their view produce
the best graduates. It is
Urique armong
international rankings.
3. Research citations
(20%) - sourced from
Scopus, the world's most
cormnprehensive citations
database.
4, Student-to-faculty ratio
(20%) - a simple measure
of the number of academic

1. Academic reputation (40%) - gtaff employed for every student
measured via a global survey, asking enrolled.

academics to tell us where the best work 5. International faculty ratio (5%) -
iz currently taking place within their proportion of itternational faculty
field of expertise. This year the rankings mernbers

draw on 62 094 responses globally. 6. International student ratio (5%) -

2. Employer reputatiom (10%) - based on  proportion of international students
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The QS World MBA and Grad
School Tour - India

QS Brings World's Top Business schools and Top
Universities to your doorstep

S organises the world's leading
Qseries of education fairs for aspiring

MEAs, Masters and PhD candidates.
The Q5 World MEA Tour and Q5 World
Grad School Tour will be in India from 23rd
MNowvernber to bth December. The fair
provides candidates with a fantastic
opportunity to meet face to face with
admissicn directors from the world's top
B-Schools and Universities.

The QS5 World MBA Tour will kick off in
KMurmmbaion 23rd Novernber and also go to
Newr Delhi, Ahmedalad, Bangalore,
Hyderabad and Chennai. Sorme of the
travelling intermational lusiness schools
visiting India include Babson, Boston 1T,
EMLYON, G.Washington, HEC-Paris,
Imperial, IE, ISE, INSEAD, Toronto-Rotimar,
Thunderbird, Wollongong, York-Schulich
AmMongst many more.

Candidates will have the opportunity to
also attend informative GMAT seminars
and network with MEA Alumni from
leading B-Schools. Reqgister now at
www. topmba.cormstol

Alzo around the same time QS will be
bringing the World's Best Master's and PhD
Fairs to the following cities: Mumbai,
Pune, New Delhi, Bangalore, Hyderalad
and Chennai starting 24th November. The

top universities participatinug at the fairs
include CASS, G Washington, HEC- Paris,
EMLYOHN, Grenoble G5B, IE, Imperial,
King's, NYU-SCPS, UCL and many more.

Discover information about studying in
different countries and which university is
best suited to meet your career aspirations
at the QS World Gracd School Tour. Register
now at wwww topuniversities.comftol to get
free entry for an event near you.

In addition, Q5 also offers Exclusive
Scholarships worth T78%1.2 Millicn for
attendees of these fairs.

For any further information about the
tour in India, please e-mail us at
india@gs.com
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lITs plan to increase
student intake by 60%

Council decides liTs
won’t be reviewed by
National Accreditation
Board in a bid to
reinforce autonomy

By PrAasHANT K. NANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

.........................

NEW DELHI

he council of the Indian In-

stitutes of Technology (IITs)
on Monday decided to increase
the number of students admit-
ted to the prestigious engineer-
ing schools by 60%, market
brand IIT in India and else-
where, and engage with global
ranking agencies to improve the
standing of the schools.

At the same time, the council,
the apex decision making body
of the 16 IITs, signalled that the
schools would remain inde-
pendent of government inter-
ference.

The decisions come on the
heels of Quacquarelli Symonds
Ltd’s ranking of the world’s top
200 universities which showed
not a single Indian institution in
the list. A separate list of the top
200 Asian institutions had 11
Indian entities, with three in the
top 50. IIT-Delhi was at 38, IIT-
Bombay at 39, and IIT-Madras
49

The council, whose members
include all IIT directors, chair-
men of their board of gover-
nors’ chairmen, some industri-
alists and the human resource
development (HRD) minister,
decided that the IITs would not
be reviewed by the National Ac-
creditation Board (NAB) and

that the directors of the Univer-
sity Grants Commission and the
All India Council for Technical
Education would have no say in
the appointment of IIT directors
any more—both moves de-
signed to reiterate and reinforce
the autonomy of the schools.

“The council decided that
since IITs are brands, their in-
ternal review will be given to
NAB and it will be accepted as
accreditation. NAB won't be
able to sent its team to assess
the IITs,” M.M. Pallam Raju, the
HRD minister, told reporters in
New Delhi.

NAB accreditation is essential
for India to be part of the Wash-
ington Accord that allows
smooth student mobility from
Indian engineering institutes to
foreign institutes and vice-ver-
sa. It also makes Indian engi-
neering degrees equivalent to
foreign ones, helps institutes
foster better ties in research,
curricula and sharing of re-
sources, and also improves a
country’s image in the higher
education league table.

The decision to increase the
number of students in various
streams, from average 7,500 per
institution to 12,000, over a pe-
riod of time, is certain to bring
cheer to thousands of students
who seek admission to the pres-
tigious schools, say analysts.

“It will also improve their
(the IITs’) earnings (from fees)
as well as from non-plan grants
from the government,” said
Alok Mishra, a director at the
HRD ministry. The council said
the increase would first happen
in the seven older IITs at Delhi,
Mumbai, Chennai, Kharagpur,

Kanpur, Guwahati and Roorkee.

Although recognized around
the world for the quality of its
graduates, the IITs haven'’t real-
ly focused on brand-building,
said the minister. “Branding
and marketing is important for
any institute and IITs have not
done this by themselves. Now
all IITs will devise a way on how
to improve their brand equity,”
said Raju.

Officials in the HRD ministry
said the IITs could together
even appoint a chief marketing
officer to head this initiative.

The council also decided that
the IITs would form a commit-
tee comprising administrators
and members of the alumni
network to engage with ranking
agencies such as the UK-based
Quacquarelli Symonds and
Times Higher Education rank-
ing.

“They have to give complete
details of their programs, re-
search and curricula. If IITs give
everything up-to-date their
ranking can improve by 50%,”
said a HRD ministry official.

The council did not decide to
hike tuition fees as suggested by
a committee headed by the sci-
entist Anil Kakodkar that pro-
posed charging under-graduate
students 2.5 lakh a year. The
IITs had increased fees from
50,000 to 90,000 a year in Jan-
uary. The government spends
about X2.25 lakh on each IIT
student every year. “It's up to
the IITs now (to consider a revi-
sion),” Raju said.

The council did not discuss
the contentious two-tier admis-
sion process to the IITs that is
currently before the courts.
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& BUSINESS Sl(lllS
FORUM HELD AT IIT-D

HARMANDEEP Singh and Simerpreet Kaur
B.tech students of Guru Tegh Bahadur Institute of
Techno (GTBIT) Harz Nagar, has bagged an
up internship at the reputed
| shing house H Baked Becms The opportw
mtycameataYouth Business Forum con-
ducted by IIT Delhi in association with AIESEC,
a global youth ngmu‘;zork As a part ofthe:fvent stu-
dents presented ness plans in front co:po— |
rate honchos, who in tum volunteered to
the best business plan. The event showcas
students marketing skills and ability to concepm-
alise andfomulate business plans. .
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